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FINAL AlR TOXI CS REGULATI ON FOR WOOD FURNI TURE
MANUFACTURI NG OPERATI ONS

TODAY' S ACTI ON. .

¢

WHAT

The Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA) is today
issuing a final rule to reduce air toxics em ssions from
wood furniture manufacturing operations. Wod furniture
manuf acturing facilities, including cabinet shops and
residential and industrial furniture makers, emt air
toxics during finishing, gluing, and cleaning operations.

The EPA final rule is the result of successful
partnershi ps anong maj or stakehol ders; the rule was

devel oped largely through a regul atory negotiation with
representatives fromthe furniture manufacturing industry
(including snmall business), the coatings industry,
environnental groups, and State and local air pollution
agenci es.

The final regulation denonstrates the EPA comritnent to
maki ng pol lution prevention an integral part of

regul atory actions whenever possible; the contro
requirenments outlined in the rule are based solely on
pol l uti on prevention options instead of end-of-pipe
controls.

ARE THE HEALTH AND ENVI RONVENTAL BENEFI TS?

The EPA final rule will reduce em ssions of air toxics,
such as toluene, xylene, nethanol, and fornal dehyde, by
33,000 tons annual ly, representing a 60 percent reduction
fromcurrent |levels. Exposure to these and other air

t oxi cs associated wth wood furniture manufacturing can
cause adverse health effects, including eye, nose,

throat, and skin irritation; danage to the heart, liver,
and ki dneys; and reproductive effects.

BACKGROUND

¢

Under the Clean Air Act (CAA) Anmendnents of 1990, the EPA
is required to regulate em ssions of 189 listed toxic air
pol lutants. On July 16, 1992, the EPA published a |ist
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of source categories that emt one or nore of these air
toxics. For listed categories of "major" sources (those
that emt or have the potential to emt 10 tons/year or
nore of a listed pollutant, or 25 tons or nore of a
conbi nati on of pollutants), the CAA requires the EPA to
devel op standards that will require the application of
very stringent controls known as maxi num achi evabl e
control technol ogy.



On July 16, 1992, the EPA published a list of industry
groups (known as "source categories") to be regul ated,
whi ch included maj or sources of wood furniture
manuf act uri ng operati ons.

WHO WLL BE AFFECTED BY THE FI NAL REGULATI ON?

¢

WHAT

The EPA final rule applies to about 750 wood furniture
manuf acturing facilities nationw de.

ARE THE MAI N COVPONENTS OF THE EPA FI NAL RULE?

The EPA final rule is based on two requirenents--
emssions limts and work practice standards. The final
rule provides flexibility to industry by offering a

choi ce of four different conpliance options.

The final rule limts the anbunt of hazardous air

pol lutants (HAP) that can be contained in the coatings
used for finishing, gluing, and cleaning operations. The
emssions limts can be net through using a variety of
coatings that contain | ower quantities of HAP

The work practice standards will reduce waste and
evaporation of HAP. (Good housekeepi ng neasures such as
keepi ng containers of materials closed, periodic training
of operators who use sol vent and/or coatings, and
perform ng periodic inspections to |ocate and repair

| eaki ng equi pnent are required by the work practice
provisions. In addition, the rule requires use of spray
equi pnent which is believed to be nore efficient in

appl ying coatings. The work practice standards al so
require accounting for the quantity of solvent used for
cl eaning and washoff, the nunber of tines each piece of
equi pnent is washed off, and the reason for the washoff.
These practices will focus attention on quality control
issues that will result in the mnimzation of HAP and
vol ati |l e organic conpound em ssions.

The EPA' s final rule outlines the nonitoring,
recordkeepi ng, and reporting requirenments.

HOW MJCH WLL THE RULE COST?




¢ The total industry-wi de capital investnent is estimted
to be $7.0 million. The total nationw de annual cost is
estimated to be about $15 mllion.

FOR MORE | NFORVATI ON. .

Anyone with a conputer and a nodem can downl oad the rule
fromthe CAA Amendnents bulletin board of the EPA el ectronic
Technol ogy Transfer Network by calling (919) 541-5742 (| ook
under "Recently Signed Rules"). For further information about
how to access the board, call (919) 541-5384. For further
i nformati on about the rule, contact Paul Al nodovar of the EPA
Ofice of Alr Quality Planning and Standards at (919) 541-
0283.



